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Preliminary Amendment Acknowledgement . 

Receipt is acknowledged of First Preliminary Amendment filed on 2-28-2002 and 
Second Preliminary Amendment filed on 5-10-2005. 

Election/Restrictions 

Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 121: 

I. Claims 1 -39 and 45-48, drawn to an apparatus for recording data 
comprising an optical source and a structure having a transmission 
resonance corresponding to a waveguide mode, classified in class 369, 
subclass 112.27. 

II. Claims 40-44, drawn to an apparatus which consists of a metallic structure 
having an array of features that couple the radiation to at a least one 
surface plasmon mode of the structure, classified in class 369, 
subclass121 or class 385 sub 33. 

During a telephone conversation with Daniel Johnson on 5-10-2005, a 
provisional election was made without traverse to prosecute the invention of Group I, 
claims 1-39 and 45-48. 

Claims 40-44 are withdrawn from further consideration by the examiner, 37 
CFR 1.142(b), as being drawn to a non-elected invention. 
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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Daniel Johnson on 5-1 0-2005. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

Non-elected claims 40-44 have been cancelled. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 1-39, 45-48 are allowed. 

The following Is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
independent claims 1 , 27, 36, 37, 45, more particularly define the structure and 
method of directing optical radiation onto a data recording medium which consists of a 
metallic structure with optical aperture with specific dimension to support optical 
radiation propagating in a waveguide mode of the aperture and resonantly coupling 
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optical radiation into the nnetallic structure. The optical radiation Includes a frequency 
that matches a transmission resonance of the waveguide mode. 

These particulars, combined with remaining claim elements are nor suggested in 
the prior art. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the Issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to ALI NEYZARI whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7622. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri from 9:00 AM TO 5:30 PM. 

The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding 
is assigned Is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). 
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